
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMUNITIES, REGENERATION AND ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

COUNCIL - WEDNESDAY, 12th JULY 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities. Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Committee has met once thus far in the 2017/18 Municipal Year. The Energy 
Study Group continues to progress and I will update Council on this also.

21st June 2017

We opened the meeting with two urgent items following on from the recent dreadful 
and tragic events that occurred in London and Manchester. We received a ‘Review 
of Safety of Places of Worship and Communities following the recent terrorist 
attacks in London and Manchester and checks to Buildings Following the Grenfell 
Tower Fire disaster.

As a Committee we were advised that since the terror attacks had taken place, the 
Council’s Neighbourhoods Directorate and Community Safety officers had worked 
closely with Greater Manchester Police , the Counter Terrorism Unit , Greater 
Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, the Home Office and neighbouring 
authorities to ensure that a review of safety and security procedures across public 
buildings and events had taken place and appropriate measures implemented to 
ensure that members of the public and staff continue to remain safe and 
businesses can continue as normal without disruption. 

We were assured that the Council’s Community Safety officers had regularly 
engaged with key stakeholders in faith communities to offer advice and 
reassurance and encourage the delivery of positive engagement events to promote 
solidarity with victims, unity and promote community cohesion. Communities had 
also been provided with useful contact details and encouraged to report suspicious 
activities to the relevant authorities as well as hate crime if they are an unfortunate 
victim or if they witness a hate crime taking place. 

In relation to the high rise flats in Rochdale we were advised that was indeed no 
cladding on the residential tower blocks in Rochdale and that these were of a 
‘simple concrete construction’ with no gas supply to the buildings. All of the seven 
blocks at College Bank were reported as having met all current fire safety 
standards and each block had a full fire risk assessment in place. In addition, in the 
period 2016/2017 RBH had  invested in excess of £300,000 in a programme of fire 
safety upgrades at College Bank, including the fitting of emergency lighting, 
replacement bin hoppers and upgrades to a number of existing fire doors. I should 
also take this opportunity to praise the Leader, Councillor Farnell, who straight after 
the Grenfell disaster asked RBH to undertake a full safety review of the Borough’s 
high rise blocks. 



Discretionary Crisis Fund
The Committee meeting on 21st June was preceded by a presentation, from 
Housing Officers, including a comprehensive presentation and overview of the 
Local Welfare Provision available in the Borough.

The Discretionary Crisis Fund offered support to vulnerable residents who are 
resettling in the Borough from temporary/institutional care that may need help in 
acquiring essential household items. The scheme is also a final ‘safety net’ to 
provide immediate and targeted relief for members of the local community who are 
in the greatest need and who do not have the means to resolve their own 
emergency situation.

The report included details of the grant funds contributions made to a number of 
Food Banks within the borough and also grant funding to a number of small 
community based projects

Directorate Plan Update – Economy Directorate (including RDA)
The Committee scrutinised a report of the Director of Economy which advised of 
the progress at the end of Quarter 4 (1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017) towards the 
achievement of the targets contained in the Economy Directorate Plan 2016/17, 
including Rochdale Development Agency.

Directorate Plan Update – Neighbourhoods Directorate
The Committee scrutinised a report of the Director of Economy which advised of 
the progress at the end of Quarter 4 (1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017) towards the 
achievement of the targets contained in the Neighbourhoods Directorate Plan 
2016/17.

Work Programme
The Committee considered the first draft of its Work Programme for 2017/18. 
Members were advised that amendments to the Work Programme would be made 
on an ongoing basis throughout the year to reflect current and forthcoming 
challenges to be faced by the Authority in general and this Committee in particular. 
The Committee was also advised that there was a responsibility to report the Work 
Programme to the Council for information purposes.

The Committee were advised that some issues could be scrutinised in conjunction 
with one or both of the other two Overview and Scrutiny Committees; in this regard 
Homelessness had been identified as a potential example of cross-committee 
working because this subject had implications that were relevant to the terms and 
references of all three of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees.  The 
Committee were advised that that the issue of homelessness and rough sleeping 
had been identified as an issue to be examined by a cross-committee task and 
finish group.

Energy Study Group

I have met recently with the Mayor of Salford, Councillor Paul Dennett (and his 
assistant Councillor Aasim Rashid) and he is very encouraged by the work we are 
doing regarding the Energy Study Group. As previously reported to Council through 
my membership of the AGMA Scrutiny Pool I have arranged for an AGMA wide 



scrutiny study group that I chair and has been established around the issue of 
‘Renewable Energy’. Councillor colleagues from Oldham, Stockport, and 
Manchester have joined me on this group, and we have thus far met on three 
occasions.

The Group aims to produce a report to the AGMA Scrutiny Pool’s first meeting in 
2017/18 due to be held in June 2017. This report will include a series of 
recommendations that we can take forward as part of a deeper dive into this area 
of work in 2017/18. I will of course keep Council up to date on developments in this 
regard and I would welcome any Member of the Council to attend a future meeting 
of the Group or to offer useful advice. 

Councillor Neil Butterworth – Chair - Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


